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Saltfork Craftsmen 

Artist-Blacksmith Association 

Officers and Directors 
 

President: Gerald Brostek             918-687-1927 

205 N. Anthony 

Muskogee, Ok. 74402 

Gerald.brostek@sbcglobal.net 

 

Vice-President/events:   580-688-3555 

David Seigrist 

P.O. Box 163  Hollis, Ok 73550 

dseigrist2004@yahoo.com 

 

Sec-Treas. Dan Cowart  918-440-0653 

10380 N. 4010 Road 

Wann, Ok 74083 

ddcowart@gmail.com 

 

Director/Editor: Diana Davis  580-549-6824 

23966 NE Wolf Rd. 

 Fletcher, Ok 73541 

Diana.copperrose@gmail.com 

 

Director/cones: Byron Donor  405-650-7520 

6520 Alameda, Norman Okla. 

byrondoner@earthlink.net 

 

Director/swage blocks: Bill Kendall  918-742-7836 

1756 E. 59th St Tulsa Ok. 74105 

wwkendall@aol.com 

 

Director: Don Garner   580-661-2607 

23713 E. 860. Rd  

Thomas Ok. 73669 

 

Assignments: 

 

 

Webmaster:  

Dodie O’Bryan 

Pawnee, Ok 

scout@skally.net 

    

Workshop Coordinator: 

Gerald Franklin  580-467-8667 

Rt. 3 Box 2391, Duncan, Ok 73533 

franklin@myrhinomail.com 

 

The Saltfork Craftsmen Artist-Blacksmith Asso-

ciation, a non-profit organization of amateur and profes-

sional artist and craftsmen, publishes this newsletter 

monthly. Our purposes are the sharing of knowledge, edu-

cation and to promote a more general appreciation of the 

fine craftsmanship everywhere. We are a chapter of the 

Artist-Blacksmith Association of North America. 

 Material from this newsletter may be freely cop-

ied without permission for non-profit purposes. Please 

credit the author and this publication. 

 

Visit our Saltfork Craftsmen Website: 

 www.saltforkcraftsmen.org 

Notes from the Editor: 
 For the past couple of years of summers 

have been plagued by hot temperatures and burn 

bans. This yeas has been no exception. We have 

been lucky  in the past that the burn bans have not 

slowed down our monthly meetings but this past 

month we had to cancel both the NE and the S/C 

regional meetings due to a combination of location 

and the burn bans. Both of these meetings were to 

be held outside on public lands. We tried to notify 

as many as we could by email and want to apolo-

gize to anyone that traveled to a meeting just to find 

that it was canceled. We will try in the future (if we 

have enough notice) to send out postcards along 

with the email notices. 

 The state fair and the conference are coming 

right on up and I need someone to volunteer to take 

the coal containers, that were used during the state 

fair, up to Douglas and get some coal to be used 

during the fair. Please let me know if anyone can 

schedule that trip in. I know that we will be needing 

some of the conference so maybe someone can get 

enough for both events. I need the coal delivered to 

Byron’s by Sept 10th if possible.  

 Charles McDevitt is going to make our tool-

box for the conference. You will find a list of tools 

for the box and if you would like to make or ac-

quire any of them, Please let Bill Kendall know. 

Bill is our “tool wrangler” for the box and you will 

need to get the tools to him, or any other board 

member by the conference. 

 We will have the chances for the tool box 

out in a couple of weeks. They will be the same 

price as last year. $2.00 each but this year the first 

ticket drawn gets choice between the toolbox and 

the nail board.  Second ticket get other item.  

 Let me know if you want to help us sell 

tickets.     Diana 
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From the President……… 

 
Things are shaping up to make the 16th annual Saltfork Conference the best yet. 

Your Board of Directors have been working hard in an effort to make this hap-

pen. 

We have two of the finest demonstrators in the blacksmithing world lined up for 

this year’s Saltfork Conference at the Noble County Fairgrounds, Perry, Oklahoma 

October 20th and 21st.  

Lucien Avery, from Vermont will be teaching how to make hardware and other 

functional pieces in the early American tradition and design. If this type of smithing 

is what you like to do, this is where you will want to be. 

Bob Patrick, will be demonstrating how to make and use hand held tools for use 

under the flat dies of the power hammer. He will also do a session on forge weld-

ing. If you are one of those who struggle with forge welding here is your opportu-

nity to learn from the master of forge welding. 

If you are new to the craft or have never attended a Saltfork Craftsmen Conference, 

this is where you learn from the Masters. It will be two days of intense teaching. 

Beginner and experienced smiths will come away with a greater knowledge and 

understanding of how to make metal move.  

James Johnson, the USA distributer for Anyang Power hammers will be on hand to 

show the Anyang 33 and to answer any question you may have about these incredi-

ble and wonderful machines. James will bring an Anyang 55 power hammer for 

Bob Patrick to use in his power hammer tooling demonstration So that you can see 

one in action. 

Other craft workshops are also being planned and will be explained in further detail 

in this or the October newsletter. 

If it is your desire to become a great craftsperson you won’t want to 

miss this learning opportunity. And if you are looking for an Anvil 

or other metalworking tools, check out the tailgating area where 

members bring extra equipment to sell or trade. If you are one of 

those who has things to sell, take advantage of the tailgating oppor-

tunity for as a paid conference attendee you can set up in the tailgat-

ing area. 

“God bless our Craftsmen and Craftswomen” 
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Meeting dates 
January 21, 2012 
Host: Byron Donor  

Phone #   

Trade item: heart candleholder 

 

February 18, 2012 
Host:   Gerald Franklin 

Phone #: 580-252-6002 

Trade item: feather 

 

March 17, 2012 
Host: Bob McKelvin 

Phone #  

Trade Item: pitchfork with three tines 

Lunch: Hot Sandwich, bring a side dish/desert 

 

April , 2012  (ANNUAL PICNIC) 
Host: Byron Donor 

Norman, Ok. 

 

May 19, 2012 
Host: Linda Morefield 

Phone #  

Trade item:  

   

June 16, 2012 
Host: Larry Mills  

Trade items anything with three scrolls 

Lunch: provided, bring a side dish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 August 18, 2012 
Host:  Charles McDevitt 

Phone # 580-439-8931 

Trade item:  something from a horse shoe 

 

Sept. 15, 2012 
Host:   

Phone #:  

Trade item:  

 

October 20-21, 2012 

SCABA Conf. Perry, Okla. 

November 17, 2012 
Host:   Bill and Diana Davis 

Phone #:   580-549-6824 

Trade item:  

 

December 15  2012 
Host: Ricky Vardell 

Trade item; something Christmassy 

Phone: 580-512-8006 

Meal provided  

   

  

 

 Charles McDevitt had to cancel his 

meeting due to the burn ban. We hope 

that the burn bans will be lifted soon. 

There is not a meeting scheduled in 

Sept. or Oct. but that doesn’t mean that 

some of you can’t call a few friends over 

to burn some coal as long as you have a 

shop or other building to set the forges 

up in. Some of the members that are 

hosting meetings next month have talked 

to their local fire departments and gotten 

approval to have the coal forges but they 

need non-combustible surfaces to have 

the set up on. There is a meeting sched-

uled at the Davis farm in November. 

There will be more information in the 

November newsletter.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

South Central Regional page 

July 21, 2012 
Host: Richard Simpson 

Phone # 405-344-7413 

Trade item:  Campfire tool 
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January 28, 2012 
Host: Ron Lehenbauer 

Phone#  

Trade item; punch/chisel/tool for shop in Fairview  

 

February 25th, 2012 
Host: Mandell Greteman 

Phone #  

Trade item: eye punch 

 

March 24, 2012 
Host: Eddie Horton 

Phone #:  

Trade item; Campfire Tool 

Location; Fort Supply 

 

April 28,  2012 
Host: Tom Nelson (held in Perry at the  

Phone #   

Trade item:  

Lunch: Sack lunch or on own 

 

May 26, 2012 
Host: Fred Voss  

Phone #  

Chisholm trail museum in Kingfisher 

 

June 23, 2012 
Host: Gary Seigrist 

Phone # 580-225-3007 

Trade item; something made from horse-

shoe 

 

 

 

 

 

August 25, 2012 
Host: Bob Kennemer 

Phone # 580-225-3361 

Trade item: cooking Utensil 

 

Sept. 22, 2012 
Host:  Mandell Greteman’s shop in Foss 

Trade item; 3 or 4 tined fork 

Lunch provided  

 
October 20-21  2012 
State conference 

 
November 24th  2012 
Host: Roy Bell 

Lunch:  

Trade item: bell 

 

December 22, 2012 
 Merry Christmas      

NW regional Saltfork met at the Blacksmith Shop in Elk 

City museum complex Saturday, August 25th. Bob Ken-

nemer hosted the meeting. Gerald Franklin did a demon-

stration at the power hammer and blacksmiths worked at 

two forges. About 20 members were present to watch 

the demonstration and create their own projects. An-

other 8-10 guest joined the group for lunch.   

    Lynn Kennemer 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The NW Regional 

meeting on September 

22 will be hosted by 

Mandell Greteman at 

his shop in Foss, Okla. 

He will provide lunch but bring a side dish to 

help out. Trade items is a 3 or 4 tined fork.  

 

Directions; 

I-40 exit 53 (Foss Exit) go north 1/2 mile to RR 

tracks. 2nd street that goes west (left) 2 

blocks—-until street dead ends. Main street 
 

 

North West  Region  

July 28, 2012 
Host: Don Garner 

Phone # 580-661-2607 

Trade item: Hardy tool 
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 January 7th 2012 

Host; Bill Phillips 

Phone: 

Lunch: provided, bring side/desert 

Trade item: steak turner 

 February 4,  2012 

Host: Eddie Horton ( Ft. Towson) 

Phone #: 580-873-2634 

Trade item: Heart 

 March 3, 2012 

Host: Eddie Horton (Ft. Towson) 

Phone #: 580-873-2634 

Trade item: Leaf or Flower 

 April 7, 2012 

Host:  

Phone #: 

Lunch: 

Trade item:  
 May 5, 2012 

Host: Bill Phillips  

Phone #  

Lunch: provided, bring side/desert 

Trade item: spoon  

 June 2, 2012 

Host: Ronnie Smith 

Phone: 

Lunch: provided, bring side/desert 

Trade item: critter  

 July 7, 2012 

Host: 

Phone #: 

Lunch: 

Trade item: 

 August 4, 2012 

Host: Eddie Horton (Fort Towson) 

Phone #: 

Lunch: Mr. Wallace Dutch oven cooking 

Trade item:  
 Sept. 1,  2012  

Host: Bill Phillips  

Phone: 918-823-4224 

Lunch: provided, bring side/desert 

Trade item; knife  
 October 20-21, 2012 

SCABA Conference 

 November 3, 2012 
Host:  

Phone #: 

 
December 1, 2012 

Host:  

 

South East  Region 

The meeting at Fort Towson was a bit slow, Howard Bost was the 

only one to show up with a forge. They were one of the lucky areas 

not under a burn ban at the time. Instead of a trade item Howard 

made some utensils for Mr. Wallace. There were a few members 

how us from Arkansas to watch and get some info about the Salt-

fork and SCABA. Also Mark Hamill and myself were there from 

out region.  There were about 15 folks show up to watch and to eat 

the wonderful meal Mr. Wallace prepared. It was hot but we had a 

nice breeze all day and we had a shop fan on the eating area. All in 

all I think it was a good meeting. We met new smiths, made some 

new friends and had a great meal. Hope to see ya’ll in the smoke 

soon !! 

 

September meeting will be held at Bill Phillips place. Hopefully 

with the rain we are getting the burn bans will be lifted soon. Check 

with Bill if you have any questions about his meeting.  

 

 

No meeting scheduled 
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North East Regional meeting  
  

 The August meeting for the NE region had to 

be canceled due to the burn ban. 

 

 

September meeting is being hosted by James Maberry, 

he has checked with the local fire department and they 

gave him the OK to host the meeting. His area has a 

large area bare of grass that the forges can be set up 

on. He is provided the lunch so bring a side dish to 

help out. The trade items is something with a leaf on 

it. With this drought that is the only way we will have 

any leaves is if we forge them. Anyway that leave a 

lot of items that can be made. The temperatures have 

mellowed out so maybe it won’t be too hot to get out 

there and have some fun at the forge.  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

.North East Region  
 January 14, 2012 
Host:  Bill Kendall  

Phone # 918-742-7836 

Trade item: ladle 

Lunch: provided, (possibly chili), bring a side/desert 

 February 11, 2012 
Host: Gary Gloden 

Phone#  918-321-5015 

Trade item.   leaf 

Lunch: provided, bring a side dish or dessert 

 March 10, 2012 
Host: Dan Cowart 

Phone: 918-440-0653  

Trade items: spoon, fork or knife 

Lunch: provided, bring a side dish 

 April 14,  2012 
Host: Omar Reed at Fort Gibson 

Phone: 918-478-4088  

Trade items: cooking item 

Lunch: provided, bring a side dish 

  May 12,  2012 
Host: Ed. McCormack  

Phone #: 918-733-9844 

Trade item; something made from horseshoe 

Lunch: provided, bring a side dish 

 June 9, 2012 
Host: Mike Krukoski 

Phone # 918-789-2484 or cell 636-297-0329 

Trade item: 

Lunch:  supplied, bring a side dish 

August 11, 2012 

Host: Omar Reed and Gerald Brostek at Ft Gib-

son Historical site 

Phone#  918-687-1927 

Trade item whatever you want to make  

Lunch: Provided/ bring a desert 
  

Sept. 8, 2012 
Host: James Maberry 

Phone #  918-440-0653 

Trade item: something with a leaf on it  

Lunch: supplied, bring a side dish 

October 20-21 2012 

   State conference 
November 10, 2012 
Host:  Matt Goyer 

Phone #  918-272-8424 

Trade item:  

Lunch:  lunch provided, bring a side dish 

December 8, 2012 
Host: Charlie McGee 

Phone #  918-245-7279, cell 918-639-8779 

Trade item: ladle 

July 14, 2012 
Host:  James Erb  

Phone # 918-425-4632 

 Trade item; Camp fire tool 
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Demo opportunities:  
 

 SCABA will once again be forging in the “Centennial Frontier Experience” at the Oklahoma State 

fair in Oklahoma City. Diana Davis and Byron Doner are the Chairpersons for this event. The state 

fair start on Sept 13 and goes each day through the 23rd. We have to man the booth from 10 in the 

morning until 6 P.M. Set up will be on Sept 12 about 9:30 AM. Workers will be provided with gate 

passes and parking permits. You will be able to bring in your hand tools and some material when 

you enter. We will be working under the same rules as last year..  

 

 David Knight has invited anyone interested to come to the Rogers County Free Fair Sept 13th –

16th. He has a 30x20 area and will provide the necessary equipment and supplies to work with. He 

has also been able to sell his stuff in the past. Setup will be the evening of the 12th and breakdown 

on Sunday morning. You can contact David at waylon63@tds.net 

 

September 29, 2012 – Veining Hammer Workshop at the Major County Historical Soci-

ety’s shop in Fairview, OK. Mike George will guide you through forging a veining ham-

mer for use in repousse’ and leaf work.  

 

Enrollment info: Registration for the workshop will open at NOON on September 10, 

2012. Call Gerald Franklin at 580-467-8667 to enroll or you may email Gerald at;  

franklin@myrhinomail.com . Cost for the workshop will be $25 payable at the class. 

The cost includes all materials but does not include lunch. There will be eating places 

nearby. Your Saltfork membership must be current to participate in this workshop. This 

is an intermediate class so you should be able to draw material to dimension, punch and 

drift accurately and taper to dimension. 

Request that came in by email. Sound like a nice event to become a part of…. 
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Sign-up calendar for the State 

Fair of Oklahoma in Oklahoma 

City. 

September 13-23, 2012 
We have agreed to have a blacksmith in 

the booth between the hours of 

10:00a.m. and 6p.m.  Blacksmiths need 

to be in period clothing as best they can. 

This means no t-shirts, tennis shoes and 

ball caps. No alcoholic beverages in the 

booth.  

You are responsible for the collection 

and sending in of sales tax on your sales. 

Saltfork does not have a sales tax per-

mit. 

 

Each worker will be provided with a 

gate pass and parking permit for each 

day they work. You will also receive a 

map showing the parking lot that the 

pass is good for.  

 

There will be only one forge set up and 

each blacksmith will be expected to take 

his turn visiting with the public as well 

as forging.  

 

On days when there are three or more in 

the booth, workers are free to take ex-

tended brakes to go walk around the fair. 

But please limit the breaks to no more 

than a hour at a time. 

 

If you see a day on the schedule that 

does not have at least three smiths listed 

and you would like to work, please let 

me know and I will get you on the list to 

work.  

 

Workers like Teresa G. Linda Mills and 

Carol Cable are in the booth to help with 

sales. 

 

Diana Davis 

Diana.copperrose@gmail.com 
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Conference family classes…. 
Community Service Project 

At the conference this year, Carol Doner will have fabric and sewing machines available to make Christmas 

Stockings and a few other projects that are for the men and women who serve our country. The stockings are 

given to a group that gathers goods and fills the stockings to send to our deployed men and women. She will 

also have fabric and the pattern for quilts for fallen soldiers’ mothers. These are quilts that are made by groups 

of women and signed, thanking the mother for the protection their child allowed our country. You can stop by 

and sew for an hour or all day on either project– its for a good cause and we will have lots of fun! If you have 

any questions send her an email to caroldoner@hotmail.com 

 

Silver clay charms, this class is using PMC which is precious metal clay containing pure silver. We will form 

our charms using stamps and cookie cutter type shapes, they will be dried and then fired using either a torch or 

a small propane kiln. This class usually takes about 1 1/2 to 2 hours depending on how quickly you follow di-

rections. You will be able to purchase a bracelet to place your charms on or you can make one larger pendants 

and purchase a necklace chain.  

 

Fold forming is using copper sheet to form elements that can be incorporated into jewelry such as necklaces or 

earrings. This has been a very popular class at the monthly meeting and Teresa was asked to do it again at the 

conference.  This technique can be used for silver or even steel with application of heat.  

 

Wire wrapping. You will be taking small gauge silver  wire and creating beautiful jewelry using cabochon. 

 

Rose Cross. You will be cutting cross of copper or bronze sheet and then making a rose from copper or bronze 

(to have contrast). This will take most of Sunday to complete.  

 

Beginning Crochet, you will be taught the basic stitches and make a simple project.  You can bring your own 

hook and yarn if you have some. Kits will be available.  

 

The Oklahoma Lace Guild will be on hand again this year showing examples of bobbin lace. They will also be 

teaching a simple bobbin lace project. 

 

Basket weaving class. Mary Patrick will be coming to teach her style of basket weaving. She worked from a 

kit that includes a reed handle but you can pre-register and Bob Patrick will forge up a nice handle for you. 

There is a $50. cost for the forged handle. This class will take most of Saturday and part of Sunday depending 

on how fast you catch on.  

 

Please Pre-Register for any of these classes that have a cost involved in them. The Teachers need to know how 

many to plan for and some of them if there is not at least 4 pre-registered by Wednesday before the conference 

they may not make. Registration at the conference is allowed but classes that have not met the registration re-

quirements may have been canceled.  

 

PLEASE PRE-REGISTER….. 

 

 

FILL OUT THE REGISTRATION FORM IN THIS NEWSLETTER AND GET IT MAILED IN ALONG 

WITH YOUR PAYMENT. 
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SCABA conference 

location. Fair grounds 

Map to SCABA conference.  Fair grounds at 1 Ivanhoe Perry, Okla.  
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Tool box list continued... 

What is it? 
 

One of the staff at the Oklahoma History Center received 

this photo from someone asking the same question. What is 

it?  Do you know?  Contact Jim Carothers at frontier-

shop@wildblue.net if you do. He will pass your informa-

tion on the Oklahoma History Center. 

 

https://mail.google.com/mail/?ui=2&ik=f6f57fab51&view=att&th=13932082d6ffb490&attid=0.1&disp=inline&safe=1&zw
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Saltfork Craftsman Regional Meeting Hosting Form 
 

Region_______SE ______NE_______S/C_______NW 

 

Date:  Month__________day______[correct Saturday for region selected above] 

 

Name_______________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________ 

 

Phone/email___________________________________ 

 

Trade item_____________________________________ 

 

Lunch provided_________yes__________no 

 

Directions or provide a map to the meeting location along with this form. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**All meeting are scheduled on a first come basis. Completely filled out form MUST be re-

ceived by editor no later than the 23rd of the month TWO months PRIOR  to the meeting 

month.  

Completed forms can be mailed or emailed. 

You will receive a conformation by email or postcard. 

A form must be filled out for each meeting. 

If you don't receive something from the editor within 10 days of your sending in your re-

quest, call to verify that it was received.  
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SCABA Shop and Swap 
For Sale: 
 

6” round nosed pliers (great for putting scrolls on small 

items) $5.00 each. Brooms tied, $25.00 on your handle 

Contact Diana Davis at Diana.copperrose@gmail.com 

 

 For Sale: 

24”(wide) x 1”(thick) Ceramic fiber blanket (similar to Kao

-wool)  $1.00 per inch of length. Twisted solid cable 1/2” 

diameter $2.00 per ft.  

Contact Larry Roderick at 940-237-2814 

 

Wanted: 

Advertising Coal Hammers, Contact Mike George at 1-580

-327-5235or o Mike-Marideth@sbcglobal.net 

 

Club Coal 
Saltfork Craftsmen has coal for sale. Coal is in 1-2” 

size pieces  The coal is $140.00/ton  or .07 /pound to 

members .No sales to non-members. 
 

NW Region coal pile is located in Douglas, OK. If 

you make arrangements well in advance, Tom Nelson can load 

your truck or trailer with his skid steer loader for a fee of $10 to 

be paid directly to Tom. Tom has moved his skid steer and must 

now haul the loader to the coal pile to load you out, hence the 

$10 charge.  You may opt to load your own coal without using 

Tom’s loader. The coal can be weighed out at the Douglas Coop 

Elevator scales. Contact Tom Nelson (580-862-7691) to make 

arrangements to pick up a load. Do not call Tom after 9 PM!! 

Bring your own containers and shovels. Payment for the coal 

($.07 per pound) should be made directly to the Saltfork Treas-

urer. 

  

 NE Region coal location: Charlie McGee has coal 

to sell. He lives in the Skiatook, Oklahoma area. His 

contact information is:  

littleironworks@gmail.com or (home) 918-245-7279 

or (cell) 918-639-8779 

 

Show pride in your organiza-

tion by displaying one of our 

tags on your vehicle. We still 

have the Saltfork Tags on 

sale while supplies last. You 

can order one for $5.00 each. Contact the editor for 

more info.   

 

We have coffee cups for $9.00 and We just got in a 

new shipment of caps for $10.00. We have “Fat 

head” hats for those having trouble finding a hat to 

fit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale: 

Old Style little Giant: 50lb with motor, running, good 

conditions. Price is 2500.00 

Location; Mountain View, AR 

Contact: Jim Crowell at 870-213-8558 Also have two 

salt pots for sale and will take $450.00 each for them. 

SCABA swage blocks  

$100.00 plus shipping to members. (1st block) 

$120.00 plus shipping to non-members 

Contact Bill Kendall for more information 

 SCABA Floor Cones are now 

available from Bill Kendall, 

Byron Donor and Gerald 

Franklin. The price is $200 

plus shipping and handling.  

For Sale: 
One 50# “Transition Style”, Little Giant Power Ham-

mer, In excellent condition. We are currently using it in 

our shop. It comes complete, ready to run with two sets 

of dies. $3750.00 fob Alva Okla. Pictures available on 

request.  

Mike George at 580-829-1968 or 

George.purchasing@yahoo.com 
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SCABA membership application   New______ Renewal_________ 

April 1 2012—March 31– 2013_ 

I have enclosed $20.00 (per year  ) for dues to March 30, 2013_ 
 

Signed____________________________   
 

Return to: Saltfork Craftsmen Membership, Diana Davis 23966 NE Wolf Rd. Fletcher, Okla. 73541   
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Wann, Okla.74083 

 

Address Service Requested 

U S Postage Paid 

Non Profit Organization 

Permit #8 

Sterling Ok.  

73567 


